
SESSION SIX – TOOLS & RESOURCES
By Salli Sether

“And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; and 
you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your houses and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you 
rise up.”   - Deuteronomy 6:6-7

“You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, 
knowing from whom you have learned them; and that from childhood you have known 
the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man 
of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”  - 2 Timothy 3:14-17

“Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the Word, that by it you may grow in 
respect to salvation.”  - 1 Peter 2:2

Clearly the Word of God commands us to learn, know, teach and share His Word.  We have in the last 
five weeks shared how important regular study of the Bible is and one method by which you can do so. 
Growing in faith and becoming more like our Lord Jesus is the ultimate goal.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

The plethora of resources available to accomplish that goal is the topic for this week’s review.  We are 
fortunate to have Internet sources, apps, YouTube, dictionaries, commentaries, Bible study books, and 
concordances from which to choose.  But the premiere resource with the most authority is the Holy
Spirit.  If you want to know what the passage means, ask the Author.  He inspired men of God to write 
each word.  Every word of the Bible is inspired by God according to 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 which is 
quoted above.  

As Christians one of the blessings the Lord gives us when we receive Christ as our Savior is the Holy 
Spirit living in us.  

“You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit 
of God lives in you.  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not 
belong to Christ.”    - Romans 8:9

One of the Holy Spirit’s purposes is to teach us.  That is why we have always said in Bible study that 
we are “facilitators”; you already have the best teacher within as a saved child of God.  So we start 
every Bible study session with prayer asking God to “lead us into all truth” by His indwelling Spirit. 

“But when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into truth.”     - John 16:13
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“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things, and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”   - John 14:26

“However, as it is written:  ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for those who love him’ – 10 but God has revealed it to us by 
the Spirit.  11 The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  For who 
among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him?  
In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  
12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we may understand what God has freely given us. - 1 Corinthians 2:9-12 (NIV 2004)

SCRIPTURE

The next significant resource we have is Scripture.  

Scripture Translations:

One of the things we need to consider is the myriad of translations.  There are three different types of 
translations:  word-for-word, thought-for-thought, and paraphrase. 

To show you how they may differ let’s look at Gen. 1:1:

(King James 2021 Version)
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

(American Standard Version)
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.     

          
(Amplified Bible Classic Version)
In the beginning God (Elohim) created [by forming from nothing] the heavens and the earth.

(The Message)
First this:  God created the Heavens and Earth – all you see, all you don’t see. 

A different translation may add to our understanding of a passage. For effective Bible study I would 
recommend starting with a version such as the NIV, ESV, or NKJV; then adding a paraphrase to 
enhance understanding of a passage.  In the example above the Amplified paraphrase adds to our 
understanding by telling us the name used for God in the verse and also by clarifying that He created 
everything “from nothing”.  (Remember the old joke: “A scientist said to God: “I can make life just like
you did”, as he stooped down to pick up a shovel full of dirt.  God said to him: “Get your own dirt.”)
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The old adage: “Let Scripture interpret Scripture” is still as true as the first time it was shared in The 
Form of Concord (Formula Concordiae) the last of the Lutheran Confessions, completed in 1577.  (18)

“In short:
"Scripture interprets Scripture" is the principle of Regula Fidei from the perspective 
of Sola Scriptura. 

Sola Scriptura/Regula Fidei

The idea behind Sola Scriptura is that the Bible is complete and sufficient for all 
knowledge of salvation and holiness. From this doctrine, the Bible should be used 
for judging faith and soundness of doctrine and practices; it is, therefore, the 
"Rule of Faith", or measure by which we judge something.

"We believe that the only rule and standard by which all dogmas and all doctrines 
are to be weighed and judged, is nothing else but the prophetic and apostolic 
writings of the Old and New Testaments.” (Form. Concordiae, 1577) 

Scripture interprets Scripture

From this idea that Scripture alone was sufficient for faith came the idea that we should 
interpret Scripture using other Scripture. Since the Bible alone was the sole measure 
for judging faith and practice, it should be used as a measure to understand other 
parts of Scripture.

As a Hermeneutic Approach

(Hermeneutics is the study of the different methods of interpreting the Bible).  As a 
hermeneutic approach, "Scripture interprets Scripture" is the idea that we should 
read a passage in the light of the entire Bible. It also states that we should interpret 
confusing passages based on clear passages.

"Scripture interprets Scripture" is, in itself, a hermeneutic approach. However, it's 
also a mind-set used by other hermeneutic approaches.” (19)

Ultimately, it is simply the idea that we can use Scripture to shed light on other passages within the 
Bible. 

This principle of Scripture interpreting Scripture is why the homework for this week includes three 
Scripture passages focusing on the same event – the Creation.  As we compare and contrast the three 
passages, we learn more about the event.  We are practicing the principle of letting Scripture interpret 
Scripture. 

Another example is a comparison of Psalm 3 and 2 Samuel 15:13-17:29. Both are written about the 
same events but from a very different perspective.  The Psalm is from David as he prays to God for de-
liverance.  The chapters in 2 Samuel give a blow-by-blow account of the “Who, Where, What, When, 
and How” it all took place.  Each informs the other.
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2 Samuel 15:14: Psalm 3:1:

“Then David said to all his officials   “O LORD, how many are my foes!

who were with him in Jerusalem,     How many rise up against me!

‘Come!  We must flee, or                 Many are saying of me,

 none of us will escape from Absalom.”    God will not deliver him,”

But how do I know which Scriptures may be about the same topic or the same events or the same per-
son?  Good question.  This is when additional Bible tools are helpful.

ADDITIONAL BIBLE TOOLS 

Cross References:

In my Bible there is a cross- reference section in the middle of each page between 2 columns of verses. 
Looking carefully (because I believe the print is getting smaller every year), I can see a light italic 
lower-case letter by a word or at the end of a verse denoting another Scripture reference using the same 
phrase, name, word, or referencing the same event.  

Parallel Passages:

Chapter headings may note a parallel passage or upon what occasion the chapter was written.  In the 
case of Psalm 3, the chapter heading note is: “When David fled from Absalom”.  As you read in the 
Gospels, especially Matthew, Mark and Luke, chapter headings may often list parallel passages in the 
other two Gospels. Also, as I flip through the Psalms, many Psalms have a heading noting who wrote it 
and sometimes on what occasion it was written.  

Footnotes/ study notes:

Many study Bibles have extensive footnotes or study notes on the same page as the verses and pas-
sages.  They provide new information to explain important words and concepts, interpret difficult 
verses, draw parallels between specific people and events, describe historical and textual context, and 
demonstrate how one passage can shed light on another.

Concordance:

A concordance is a verbal index to the Bible.  A simple form lists Biblical words alphabetically, with 
indications to enable the inquirer to find the passages of the Bible where the words occur.  The Strong’s
Concordance title includes the word “Exhaustive” because it literally includes every single verse in 
which the word “the” is found.  
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Maps and Charts:

It is very helpful in studying the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt to see a map of the places they 
stopped along that journey.  Maps are also helpful in a study of Paul’s missionary trips, for example. 

Indexes:

In some Bibles at the back are indexes listing subjects alphabetically. places, or important people in the 
Bible.  Each listing shows at least one passage in which the person or item is mentioned. 

A SHORT LIST OF BOOKS AND COMMENTARIES

The Archaeological Study Bible published by Zondervan

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance published by Hendrikson Publishers

The New Bible Dictionary by Douglas Eerdman

Vines Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament published by Thomas Nelson

Expository Dictionary of Bible Words by Richards & Zondervan

The Complete Word Study Dictionary – Old and New Testament edited by Spiros Zodhiates

The Collegeville Bible Study Atlas by James Harpur, Marcus Braybrooke

(All of these books are still in print. Many are also available in digital format.)

I really like holding a Bible in my hands, paging through it, and writing down notes in the margin of a 
passage I am studying.  But lugging around several volumes of Bible concordance, dictionary, com-
mentaries, and maps isn’t really what most people who study the Bible are doing today.  Most have a 
computer, laptop, and/or a cell phone on which they can look up anything.

Bible apps are plentiful and YouTube is readily accessible to all of us.  We carry a cell phone with us 
wherever we go and many carry a tablet as well.  We use the apps on our device to follow along as the 
pastor preaches a sermon, participate in a Bible study, or just to read the Bible whenever we are away 
from home.  I carry my phone on trips – though this year the opportunity has not arisen – and use it for 
my devotions away from home.  It is easier to fit into a suitcase.  So even for those of us raised in the 
era of no Internet, it has become our major source for study tools.  

A word of caution:  It is wise to use ONLY trusted sites for Bible study on the web, because, unfortu-
nately, like everything else on the Internet, sites with unreliable information are unfortunately readily 
available.  The following are some of the trusted sites I use and which pastors and Bible study teachers 
have recommended.
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INTERNET TOOLS

Bible Gateway:  www.biblegateway.com

This site allows you to put in multiple passages of Scripture in a myriad of translations 
and compare them side by side.  It also offers the Page Options of cross-references, 
footnotes, headings, and red letters for those words spoken by Jesus.  (20)

It is also downloadable for either Android or iPhone application.  I have it on my cell phone and use it 
to read the Bible when away from home or to look up a passage quickly in the middle of a sermon – I 
can type in the verse reference faster than finding it in my Bible. 
 

Screenshot of biblegateway.com with Page Options open. 
This shot also shows the option of seeing 2 different versions side by side of the same verse.

To get that option, click on the red icon on the far left at the top of the page.
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Blue Letter Bible: www.blueletterbible.org

This site offers many translations as well, and also offers many different tools.

The tools include:

Interlinear – a word by word reverse translation into the original language with Strong’s concordance 
number, and audible pronunciation.  If you click on the Strong’s number, it takes you directly to the 
concordance for that word giving definition, root word (etymology), transliteration, and pronunciation.

Cross- reference – other verses/passages in the Bible using the same word

Commentaries – subjects include names of God, parallel passages, doctrine, chapter by chapter
presentations

Dictionaries – Bible encyclopedias, Bible dictionaries, Nave’s Topical Bible

Maps - various maps related to the passage you were researching.

Screenshot of blueletterbible.org with TOOLS icon shown for Genesis 1:1
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YouTube: www.youtube.com
For the past several years we have been using video sermons posted to YouTube by pastors and Bible 
teachers in our Adult Bible study.  The volume of sermons available is huge.  But as with other Bible 
tools on the Internet, care must be taken to watch pastors and teachers who are trusted sources.  For that
reason we always view every sermon we recommend before showing it to you.  We value your trust in 
us and desire to ensure that each video is accurate as to Bible interpretation, doctrinal content, and 
application.  

You can search YouTube by pastor’s name or by subject or by both.  For example, when looking for a 
sermon to share on Genesis 1 and John 1 I searched by passage with names of pastors such as Alistair 
Begg, Max Lucado, David Jeremiah, John MacArthur, and John Piper.  

YouTube also has a myriad of beautiful Christian hymns and gospel songs on video with and without 
printed lyrics by famous and not so famous singing groups.  We have also used many of those in our 
weekly Bible study sessions.  Whether your taste runs to the old hymns of the church or to the latest 
gospel hits, you can find them on YouTube.  No matter what I am studying or how I am completing a 
devotional time, a song brings me to an emotional place of worship.
Let us praise Him for His wonderful Word!

The Bible Project: www.bibleproject.com
BibleProject is a nonprofit ed-tech organization and animation studio that produces 100% free Bible 
videos, podcast, blogs, classes, and educational Bible resources to help make the biblical story 
accessible to everyone, everywhere. (21)

We have also used their video summaries of books of the Bible for several of our studies.  Their videos 
are especially helpful to get overall context of a book of the Bible at the beginning of a study.  All of 
their materials are free to access and free to share and they are based locally.

Truth for Life:  www.truthforlife.org
This is the web site for Alistair Begg’s Truth for Life radio ministry.  Sermons are available by 
Scripture reference and the site also has daily devotionals you can listen to.

Our Daily Bread: www.odb.org
The mission of Our Daily Bread is to make the life changing wisdom of the Bible understandable and 
accessible to all.  They have been doing this for over 75 years.  Their resources include daily 
devotionals (Our Daily Bread), podcast, topic based studies, and online Christian education through 
Our Daily Bread University.  Their courses are free.

Turning Point: www.davidjeremiah.org
As the broadcast ministry of Dr. David Jeremiah, Turning Point’s mission is to deliver the unchanging 
Word of God to an ever-changing world through sound Bible teaching.  They are dedicated to 
strengthening the spiritual walk of viewers and listeners by providing Bible Strong print, audio, and 
video Bible study resources.
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These are only a few of the web sites I have used in studying the Bible.  The goal in this Bible study 
series is to get you started with tools and resources so you can begin to study the Bible on your own 
and reap the blessings of His Word dwelling in you so your life centers on Him.
 
He loves us so much that the Bible you hold in your hand is literally “God-breathed”.  
It was written as a labor of love from your Creator – as a love letter to you.
Let us praise Him for His wonderful Word!

“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.”   - Psalm 119:18

“Give me understanding and I will keep your law and obey it with all of my heart.” 
- Psalm 119:34
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SESSION THREE 
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7, 8, 9. Bruce Hurt, Inductive Bible Study: Observation, (a compilation of free resources)
www.preceptaustin.org/observation

SESSION FOUR
10. Bruce Hurt, Inductive Bible Study: Application, March 9, 2021, www.preceptaustin.org/the_key_inductive_study_pt3

11. Jen Wilkin, Studying the Bible: Part 3 – Application, (transcript of video), https://youtu.be/fgbYlmNAzmo

12. Charles H. Spurgeon, “Loving Persuasion,” a Sermon Delivered on Lord’s-Day Morning, June 26, 1887 at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, Spurgeon's Sermons V33

13. Rick Warren, Three Questions to Ask of Any Bible Passage, Blog post February 25, 2017. Originally from Twelve 
Dynamic Bible Study Methods. www.pastorrick.com/three-questions-to-ask-of-any-bible-passage/

14. Rick Warren, How to Apply the Bible to Your Life, Blog post May 11, 2020. Originally from Twelve Dynamic Bible 
Study Methods. www.pastorrick.com/how-to-apply-the-bible-to-your-life/

SESSION FIVE
15. Donald S. Whitney, Praying the Bible,
Crossway, July 31, 2015

16. John Piper, How Do I Pray the Bible? Interview with John Piper, February 6, 2017
www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-pray-the-bible

17. Bethany McIlrath, Using the Bible to Pray: How to Turn Your Bible Reading Into a Conversation with God, September 
25, 2018. www.livingbydesign.org/bible-reading-conversation-god/

SESSION SIX
18. Biblehub - Form of Concord: 
www.biblehub.com/library/various/creeds_of_christendom_with_a_history_and_critical_notes/_45_the_form_of.htm

19. Excerpts from: www.hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/79/what-does-it-mean-that-scripture-interprets-
scripture/549#549

20. Excerpted from:  www.biblegateway.com

21. Excerpted from: www.bibleproject.com/about
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SCRIPTURES USED IN THIS STUDY
Unless otherwise noted, the ESV is used in this study guide

Reference Page Reference Page

Genesis 1:1 46 John 14:26 13, 36, 46

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 45 John 16:13 36, 45

Joshua 1:8 4, 26 John 16:13-15 38

Joshua 21:45 26 Acts 4:13 11

Joshua 23:14 26 Acts 4:25-26 39

1 Samuel 16:7 5 Acts 24:16 37

2 Samuel 15:14 48 Romans 7:21-25 13

Psalm 1:1-3 26 Romans 8:9 45

Psalm 3:1 48 Romans 12:2 12

Psalm 16:11 5 1 Corinthians 2:9-12 46

Psalm 25:4-5 5 Ephesians 1:16-18 19

Psalm 32:1-5 36 Ephesians 1:17-19 37

Psalm 34:15 38 Philippians 1:1-2 7

Psalm 90:12 13 Philippians 1:9-11 42

Psalm 95:6 36 Philippians 2:13 38

Psalm 119:9-11 14 Philippians 3:8 5

Psalm 119:18 5, 19, 52 Colossians 1:9-12 19

Psalm 119:24 38 2 Thessalonians 2:13 38

Psalm 119:34 52 2 Timothy 3:16-17 4, 29, 45

Psalm 119:47-48 38 Titus 3:4-7 38

Psalm 119:97 4 Hebrews 4:12-13 12

Psalm 119:105 12, 19 Hebrews 13:20-21 42

Psalm 119:148 4 James 1:5-7 37

Psalm 139:23-24 6 James 1:22-25 29

Psalm 141:1-2 42 1 Peter 2:2 45

Proverbs 3:5-6 5 1 Peter 3:16 37

Proverbs 15:8 39 1 Peter 4:11 40-42

Matthew 6:33 5 1 Peter 5:7 6

Matthew 26:41b 12 I John 5:14 39

Luke 10:38-42 9, 11 Revelation 3:20 5

Luke 22:39 6
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